
As you may be aware, earlier this week, City Council passed a bylaw to make the wearing of masks mandatory in all City facilities and 
public buildings and public vehicles which includes businesses. 

I am writing to help you understand what this means but first of all I want to tell you why I voted in favour of this bylaw.  

I am frustrated that this issue, which is clearly a provincial one is being left to the municipalities to deal with. Part of my responsibility as a 
Councillor is not only to build and maintain recreation facilities, roads and parks, but to also to look out for the well being of our citizens, 
especially the vulnerable ones being our children and seniors. In addition, we need to help our local businesses who have been struck 
hard by Covid and some have not survived. 

Our economic development team spoke directly with 107 store front businesses and 80% of them want masks to be mandatory to protect 
their employees and their business. 
I believe that people want two things from their governments which is clarity and consistency. This mandatory mask bylaw will provide 
both. We must protect all of our citizens and businesses and do our part to prevent further spreading of Covid 19 and keep the case 
count very low in Beaumont. Our local economy has been hit hard by Covid and we can't afford to lose any more businesses. 
 

How does the bylaw effect you? 
 
As of Friday, August 14, 2020, masks are mandatory in City owned facilities such as City Hall, the Library, the Youth Centre, Beaumont 
Transit (when it resumes) and the new Recreation Centre when it opens in September, 2020. 
 
Masks are also required when entering any business in Beaumont his is a judgement call but I believe that Mandatory masks will help to 
continue with the low Covid case count in Beaumont and will protect our children, our Seniors and businesses. 

 When do I need a mask? 

Let me give you a couple examples. 

1) You leave your home not wearing a mask and go for a walk down City streets or along a walking trail or into a park and you can 
continue to not wear a mask. 

2) You leave your home not wearing a mask. You walk or drive to Sobey's still not wearing a mask. You park your car in the parking lot 
and walk up to the front door of Sobeys but before you can enter, you must then put on your mask and continue wearing it while you are 
in the store. 

Once you exit the store, you can take off your mask if you choose to. 

This same procedure would need to be followed whether you are visiting Fountain Tire or Shoppers or a doctor's office within Beaumont. 

Enforcement of the bylaw: 

Compliance with the bylaw will be through the honour system. 

Enforcement will be through education and requesting people to wear masks. Fines would be issued as a last resort. 

Exceptions to wearing a mask. 

Exemptions: 

A. Persons under 2 years old 

B. Persons with an underlying medical condition or disability which inhibits their ability to wear a face covering 

C. Persons who are unable to place, use or remove a face covering safely without assistance 



D. Persons who are caregiving for or accompanying a person with a disability where wearing a face covering would hinder the 
accommodation of the person's disability  

E. Persons engaging in an athletic or fitness activity 

F. Persons who are seated at a table or bar at a public premises that offers food or beverage services 

G. Employees of the City of Beaumont that are not in direct contact with the public 

H. Employees, children and parents in care facilities 

I. Volunteer firefighters while acting in an official capacity for the City of Beaumont and are not in direct contact with the public. 

I realize this is a lot of information to take in but I wanted to try to help you understand how this bylaw may effect you. 

The bylaw is in effect until October 31, 2020 at which time it may be extended or rescinded at Council's discretion. 

Regards, 

 

WM. (Bill) Daneluik, BA 

Councillor, City of Beaumont 

Cell: 587-357-5206 

 


